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A First Look at “Best
Biographies” of 2020

Starting in November, Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and various media outlets began

announcing their choices for the “best books” of the year. While biographies were

rarely put into their own category, they often appeared in lists of overall best

books, best nonfiction titles, and suggestions for holiday shopping. Some of the

titles are not traditional biographies but have been labeled as biographies by

Amazon or other sources. Here’s a look at the best books lists as of December 1;

we’ll include more in next month’s issue. (On first mention, the names of BIO

members are in boldface.)

   Once again, Publishers Weekly was among the first
publications to list its best books of the year. Its
nonfiction category included these biographies:

The Daughters of Yalta: The Churchills,
Roosevelts, and Harrimans: A Story of Love
and War by Catherine Grace Katz
Fallout: The Hiroshima Cover-Up and the
Reporter Who Revealed It to the World by
Lesley M. M. Blume
God’s Shadow: Sultan Selim, His Ottoman
Empire, and the Making of the Modern
World by Alan Mikhail
Hidden Valley Road: Inside the Mind of an
American Family by Robert Kolker
Mad at the World: A Life of John
Steinbeck by William Souder
The Man Who Ate Too Much: The Life of James Beard by James Birdsall
The Price of Peace: Money, Democracy, and the Life of John Maynard
Keynes by Zachary D. Carter
Reaganland: America’s Right Turn, 1976–1980 by Rick Perlstein
Warhol by Blake Gopnik
Wild Thing: The Short, Spellbinding Life of Jimi Hendrix by Philip Norman

     Library Journal broke down its best books into 15 categories. The following
categories included biographies:

Arts

Indian Sun: The Life and Music of Ravi Shankar by Oliver Craske
What Becomes a Legend Most: A Biography of Richard Avedon by Philip
Gefter 
Phantom Lady: Hollywood Producer Joan Harrison, the Forgotten Woman
Behind Hitchcock by Christina Lane
My Autobiography of Carson McCullers by Jenn Shapland

Biography and Memoir

The Dead Are Arising: The Life of Malcolm X by Les Payne and Tamara
Payne
Rebel Cinderella: From Rags to Riches to Radical, the Epic Journey of
Rose Pastor Stokes by Adam Hochschild

Science and Technology

Hidden Valley Road: Inside the Mind of an American Family by Robert
Kolker

Social Sciences

After the Last Border: Two Families and the Story of Refuge in America by
Jessica Goudeau 
Show Them You’re Good: A Portrait of Boys in the City of Angels the Year
Before College by Jeff Hobbs
Agent Sonya: Moscow’s Most Daring Wartime Spy by Ben Macintyre 

     The New York Times Book Review listed Hidden Valley Road: Inside the Mind
of an American Family by Robert Kolker as one of its Top Ten Books of the year,
and included these biographies among its Notable Books of 2020:

Burning Down the House: Newt Gingrich, the Fall of a Speaker, and the
Rise of the New Republican Party by Julian E. Zelizer
The Dead Are Arising: The Life of Malcolm X by Les Payne and Tamara
Payne 
A Dominant Character: The Radical Science and Restless Politics of J. B.
S. Haldane by Samanth Subramania 
Fallout: The Hiroshima Cover-Up and the Reporter Who Revealed It to the
World by Lesley M. M. Blume
The Inevitability of Tragedy: Henry Kissinger and His World by Barry
Gewen
The Man Who Ran Washington: The Life and Times of James A. Baker, III
by Peter Baker and Susan Glasser
The Quiet Americans: Four CIA Spies at the Dawn of the Cold War—A
Tragedy in Three Acts by Scott Anderson
Reaganland: America’s Right Turn, 1976–1980 by Rick Perlstein
The Saddest Words: William Faulkner’s Civil War by Michael Gorra
The Splendid and the Vile: A Saga of Churchill, Family, and Defiance
During the Blitz by Erik Larson
A Woman Like Her: The Story Behind the Honor Killing of a Social Media
Star by Sanam Maher

     NPR presented its annual Book Concierge feature
and biographies turned up in several of its categories:

Biography and Memoir 

Hidden Valley Road: Inside the Mind of an
American Family by Robert Kolker
My Autobiography of Carson McCullers by
Jenn Shapland
Sisters in Hate: American Women on The
Front Lines Of White Nationalism by
Seyward Darby
You Never Forget Your First: A Biography of
George Washington by Alexis Coe
Gabrielle Chanel: Fashion Manifesto by
Miren Arzalluz
The Dead Are Arising: The Life of Malcolm X
by Les Payne and Tamara Payne
His Very Best: Jimmy Carter, A Life by
Jonthan Alter
American Oligarchs: The Kushners, the
Trumps, and the Marriage of Money and
Power by Andrea Bernstein
A Silenced Voice: The Life of Journalist Kim
Wall by Ingrid Wall and Joachim Wall
Everything Man: The Form and Function of
Paul Robeson by Shana L. Redmond

For History Lovers

Night Letters: Gulbuddin Hekmatyar and the Afghan Islamists Who
Changed the World by Chris Sands with Fazelminallah Qazizai
The Splendid and the Vile: A Saga of Churchill, Family, and Defiance
During the Blitz by Erik Larson

There’s No Biz Like Show Biz

Up All Night: Ted Turner, CNN, and the Birth of 24-Hour News by Lisa
Napoli

     The Washington Post named Hidden Valley Road: Inside the Mind of an
American Family by Robert Kolker one of its top ten books of the year and
included these biographies in its list of 50 notable works of nonfiction:

Abe: Abraham Lincoln in His Times by David S. Reynolds
The Art of Her Deal: The Untold Story of Melania Trump by Mary Jordan
Begin Again: James Baldwin’s America and Its Urgent Lessons for Our
Own by Eddie S. Glaude Jr.
Dark Mirror: Edward Snowden and the American Surveillance State by
Barton Gellman
The Dead Are Arising: The Life of Malcolm X by Les Payne and Tamara
Payne
Galileo: And the Science Deniers by Mario Livio
His Truth Is Marching On: John Lewis and the Power of Hope by Jon
Meacham (also a “Most 2020 Book of 2020”)
The Man Who Ran Washington: The Life and Times of James A. Baker, III
by Peter Baker and Susan Glasser
Max Jacob by Rosanna Warren
Pelosi by Molly Ball
The Professor and the Parson by Adam Sisman
Rage by Bob Woodward
The Splendid and the Vile: A Saga of Churchill, Family, and Defiance
During the Blitz by Erik Larson 
Stranger in the Shogun’s City: A Japanese Woman and Her World by Amy
Stanley

     Amazon’s editors chose Hidden Valley Road: Inside the Mind of an American
Family by Robert Kolker as one of the 20 Best Books of the year. Amazon’s Best
Biographies and Memoirs category included these books:

The Splendid and the Vile: A Saga of Churchill, Family, and Defiance
During the Blitz by Erik Larson
The Dead Are Arising: The Life of Malcolm X by Les Payne and Tamara
Payne
The Zealot and the Emancipator: John Brown, Abraham Lincoln, and the
Struggle for American Freedom by H. W. Brands

     Amazon’s choices for Best History books included these biographies:

Reaganland: America’s Right Turn, 1976–1980 by Rick Perlstein
The Dead Are Arising: The Life of Malcolm X by Les Payne and Tamara
Payne
His Truth Is Marching On: John Lewis and the Power of Hope by Jon
Meacham
The Hour of Fate: Theodore Roosevelt, J. P. Morgan, and the Battle to
Transform American Capitalism by Susan Berfield 
Demagogue: The Life and Long Shadow of Senator Joe McCarthy by Larry
Tye
The Quiet Americans: Four CIA Spies at the Dawn of the Cold War — A
Tragedy in Three Acts by Scott Anderson

     Biographies ended up on Barnes & Noble’s list of
the best books of the year in several categories: 

Biography and Memoir

The Dead Are Arising: The Life of Malcolm X
by Les Payne and Tamara Payne
Red Comet: The Short Life and Blazing Art of
Sylvia Plath by Heather Clark
Mad at the World: A Life of John Steinbeck
by William Souder

Current Affairs

Rage by Bob Woodward

History

The Splendid and the Vile: A Saga of Churchill, Family, and Defiance
During the Blitz by Erik Larson
His Truth Is Marching On: John Lewis and the Power of Hope by Jon
Meacham
Bag Man: The Wild Crimes, Audacious Cover-up, and Spectacular
Downfall of a Brazen Crook in the White House by Rachel Maddow and
Michael Yarvitz
Agent Sonya: Moscow’s Most Daring Wartime Spy by Ben Macintyre 
The Zealot and the Emancipator: John Brown, Abraham Lincoln, and the
Struggle for American Freedom by H. W. Brands 
Reaganland: America’s Right Turn, 1976–1980 by Rick Perlstein

Movies and TV

Cary Grant: A Brilliant Disguise by Scott Eyman
The Nolan Variations: The Movies, Mysteries, and Marvels of Christopher
Nolan by Tom Shone

Music

The Butterfly Effect: How Kendrick Lamar Ignited the Soul of Black
America by Marcus J. Moore

Psychology

Hidden Valley Road: Inside the Mind of an American Family by Robert
Kolker

Social Science

Begin Again: James Baldwin’s America and Its Urgent Lessons for Our
Own by Eddie S. Glaude Jr.

Sports

Three-Ring Circus: Kobe, Shaq, Phil, and the Crazy Years of the Lakers
Dynasty by Jeff Pearlman
Tom Seaver: A Terrific Life by Bill Madden

True Crime

The Five: The Untold Lives of the Women Killed by Jack the Ripper by
Hallie Rubenhold

     Time magazine featured these biographies among its 100 Must-Read Books Of
2020:

Begin Again: James Baldwin’s America and Its Urgent Lessons for Our
Own by Eddie S. Glaude Jr.
The Dead Are Arising: The Life of Malcolm X by Les Payne and Tamara
Payne
Hidden Valley Road: Inside the Mind of an American Family by Robert
Kolker
Hitler: Downfall 1939–1945 by Volker Ullrich
My Autobiography of Carson McCullers by Jenn Shapland
Reaganland: America’s Right Turn, 1976–1980 by Rick Perlstein
She Come By It Natural: Dolly Parton and the Women Who Lived Her
Songs by Sarah Smarsh
The Splendid and the Vile: A Saga of Churchill, Family, and Defiance
During the Blitz by Erik Larson
The Sword and the Shield: The Revolutionary Lives of Malcolm X and
Martin Luther King Jr. by Peniel E. Joseph
You Never Forget Your First: A Biography of George Washington by Alexis
Coe
150 Glimpses of the Beatles by Craig Brown

     The magazine also placed Hitler and The Dead Are Rising on its list of the top
ten nonfiction books of the year.
     Smithsonian magazine’s list of the Ten Best History Books of 2020 featured
several biographies:

Uncrowned Queen: The Life of Margaret Beaufort, Mother of the Tudors by
Nicola Tallis
You Never Forget Your First: A Biography of George Washington by Alexis
Coe
Veritas: A Harvard Professor, a Con Man and the Gospel of Jesus’s Wife by
Ariel Sabar
The Other Madisons: The Lost History of a President’s Black Family by
Bettye Kearse 
The Dead Are Arising: The Life of Malcolm X by Les Payne and Tamara
Payne
The Zealot and the Emancipator: John Brown, Abraham Lincoln, and the
Struggle for American Freedom by H. W. Brands

     The Smithsonian’s Ten Best Science Books included Hidden Valley Road by
Robert Kolker, and its Best Books About Food included The Man Who Ate Too
Much: The Life of James Beard by John Birdsall. 
      The New York Public Library’s choices for the best nonfiction books included
The Splendid and the Vile: A Saga of Churchill, Family, and Defiance During the
Blitz by Erik Larson and Hidden Valley Road by Robert Kolker. The library’s list
of best fiction and memoir included My Autobiography of Carson McCullers by
Jenn Shapland.
     Oprah Magazine had one biography on its list of the 20 best books of 2020:
The Short Life and Blazing Art of Sylvia Plath by Heather Clark. Likewise,
Esquire included one biography on its list of top books: This Is Big: How the
Founder of Weight Watchers Changed the World—and Me by Marisa Meltzer.
     Critic John Wilson, writing in First Things magazine, chose two biographies as
his favorite books of 2020: A Handful of Earth, A Handful of Sky: The World of
Octavia E. Butler by Lynell George, and both volumes of The Life of William
Faulkner by Carl Rollyson.

     In the United Kingdom, The Spectator asked its
reviewers to name their favorite books of the year.
Two biographies made the cut: Ruth Scurr chose
Kate Summerscale’s The Haunting of Alma Fielding:
A True Ghost Story and Ysenda Maxtone Graham
chose Tom Stoppard: A Life by Hermione Lee.
     The Times chose best books in several categories,
and these biographies made the lists:

Business

Billion Dollar Loser: The Epic Rise and Fall
of Adam Neumann and WeWork by Reeves
Wiedeman

Music

The Ox: The Last of the Great Rock Stars by
Paul Rees
Indian Sun: The Life and Music of Ravi
Shankar by Oliver Craske
Small Hours: The Long Night of John Martyn
by Graeme Thomson
Bowie Odyssey: 70 by Simon Goddard

Memoirs and Biographies

JFK Volume 1: 1917–1956 by Fredrik Logevall

Art

The Lives of Lucian Freud: Fame 1968–2011 by William Feaver

     In addition, The Sunday Times named One Two Three Four: The Beatles in
Time by Craig Brown the Pop and Rock book of the year.
     The Financial Times also broke down its best books into different categories,
and biographies turned up on several of the lists:

History

Machiavelli: His Life and Times by Alexander Lee

Politics

Joe Biden: American Dreamer by Evan Osnos
The Sword and the Shield: The Revolutionary Lives of Malcolm X and
Martin Luther King Jr. by Peniel E. Joseph
MBS: The Rise to Power of Mohammed bin Salman by Ben Hubbard
The Man Who Ran Washington: The Life and Times of James A. Baker, III 
by Peter Baker and Susan Glasser

Critics’ Choice

Frank Ramsey: A Sheer Excess of Powers by Cheryl Misak 
On Seamus Heaney by Roy Foster 
The Habsburgs: The Rise and Fall of a World Power by Martyn Rady

Classical Music

Beethoven, A Life by Jan Caeyers, translated by Brent Annable

Visual Arts

The Lives of Lucian Freud: Fame 1968–2011 by William Feaver
Morozov: The Story of a Family and a Lost Collection by Natalya
Semenova

Literary Nonfiction

Tom Stoppard: A Life by Hermione Lee
Let’s Do It: The Authorised Biography of Victoria Wood by Jasper Rees

     The Guardian also had many different categories for its best books, and these
biographies were included:

Politics

Diane Abbott by Robin Bunce and Samara Linton
Boris Johnson: The Gambler by Tom Bower
Joe Biden: American Dreamer by Evan Osnos

Science

A Dominant Character: The Radical Science and Restless Politics of J. B.
S. Haldane by Samanth Subramanian

Art

Andy Warhol by Blake Gopnik
Artemisia Gentileschi by Jonathan Jones
The Lives of Lucian Freud: Fame 1968–2011 by William Feaver

When Subjects Lash Out:
Amanda Sewell and Wendy
Carlos
When Amanda Sewell set out to write a biography of
electronic music pioneer Wendy Carlos, she knew she
was filling a scholarly hole. Despite Carlos’s many
accomplishments—including popularizing the Moog
synthesizer, scoring films for Stanley Kubrick, and
releasing Switched-On Bach, the first classical music
album to sell more than one million copies—no one
had ever profiled the musician’s life in detail. Sewell
was also aware that others might have been put off
the task because they knew Carlos was something of
a recluse who, for many years, had avoided
interviews and tended to be litigious. Further
complicating the endeavor, would-be biographers
needed to address a part of Carlos’s personal life that
had become very public: her transition from male to
female during the late 1960s.
      Sewell, music director of Interlochen Public Radio in Michigan and a Ph.D. in
musicology, was up for the challenge, and Oxford University Press published her
Wendy Carlos: A Biography this summer. The book has been generally well
received, with reviewers calling it “a balanced biography” (Kirkus); a “nuanced”
look at a “groundbreaking composer” (Library Journal); and “a grounded,
thoughtful, appreciative study” marked by “elegant prose” (The Wall Street
Journal). One person, however, was less than enamored with the book—Wendy
Carlos. Sewell’s experience highlights some of the challenges biographers face
when writing an unauthorized biography.
     In an email interview with TBC, Sewell said calling her book unauthorized
“makes it sound a bit sordid, like I was digging through her trash or something—
which I definitely didn’t!” But, Sewell said, it was unauthorized “in that the
subject didn’t participate, nor did anyone in her circle.” Sewell was prepared for
that, knowing that Carlos adhered to what she called her “First Law”: “For every
parameter that you can control, you must control.” As Sewell wrote in the
introduction to her book, Carlos applied her law to her music and urged other
musicians to do the same. Sewell went on, Carlos also “attempted to control how
she has been portrayed by journalists, scholars, and others who have written or
want to write about her.” 
     Sewell told TBC that several people discouraged her from writing about Carlos,
and some “suggested gently that I wait until she died before I wrote the book
because it would be easier.” Sewell contacted Carlos and “dozens of people she’d
worked with over the years, and not a single person agreed to be interviewed on
the record about her.” Some people warned that Carlos might try to sabotage the
book before it was published.
     That didn’t happen, but before the book’s September release, Carlos did post a
statement on her website. It said, in part: “[The book] belongs on the fiction shelf.
No one ever interviewed me, nor anyone I know. There’s zero fact-checking.
Don’t recognize myself anywhere in there—weird. Sloppy, dull and dubious, it’s
hardly an objective academic study as it pretends to be.” Carlos also called
Sewell’s work mean-spirited and filled with “a grab-bag of online urban legends,
including anonymous axes to grind.” Carlos called herself a victim of “needless
personal attacks.” 
     Despite Carlos’s accusations, Sewell tackled the project as a serious academic
forced to work around the stonewalling she received from Carlos and her
associates. “I started with primary sources in Carlos’s own words,” Sewell said. “I
tracked down every published interview I could find that she had given since the
1960s. . . .  I also relied heavily on Carlos’s website—although it hadn’t been
updated since 2009, it was a wealth of information that she had written herself.” 
     Sewell also visited several archives to unearth unpublished primary sources,
seeking things Carlos had written or that had been written by people close to her.
Those sources included the papers of Arthur Bell. He was the journalist who,
working for Playboy, conducted the 1979 interview in which Carlos first publicly
discussed her gender identity. The papers contained notes written by Carlos and
interview notes Bell had jotted down while talking to her. The papers also
contained one of those tiny finds biographers love: Sewell said there was “even a
Chinese food takeout menu where [Carlos] had written her order on it in purple
marker.”
      For the finished product, Sewell said, she included an endnote after nearly
every sentence. “I documented my research meticulously, not only for my own
scholarly integrity but also in case any allegations arose that I had fabricated
information. I wanted to leave a trail of breadcrumbs, as it were, so that all of my
source materials were clearly identified.”
     Sewell believes that the reporting on her identity as a transgender woman led to
at least some of Carlos’s distrust of the media. “When she disclosed in 1979 that
she was female, journalists and scholars largely focused on her gender than on her
music. I think she was horrified by this laser focus on one dimension of her life,
particularly because she seems to have seen her transition as something that was
complete and that did not merit any further discussion.” 
    Yet the biographer had to discuss it. “Her gender identity shaped so much of her
life and career,” Sewell said. “But I want to be clear about what I mean: I’m not
saying she wrote this kind of music or acted this way because she’s transgender,
but rather, she was responding to cultural forces around being transgender. She
was lonely and afraid for her life, so she isolated herself and spent all of her time
learning about these new cutting-edge synthesizers. It’s an important distinction,
and one that is often overlooked by journalists and scholars.”
     Going back to the issue of authorized versus unauthorized biographies, Sewell
said, “I’d invite your readers to think about what an ‘authorized’ biography is and
does. Does the author write only about what the subject tells them? Who is
consulted as a source? What if there is conflicting information between the
subject’s account and others’ accounts? What if the subject says a topic is off-
limits? At what point is it more of an autobiography than a biography?”
     As to Carlos’s attacks on the book, Sewell said, “I regret that she sees it as a
personal attack when I have so much respect and admiration for her. She is so
respected and admired by so many people, and I wanted to create a resource for
those who want to know more about her. . . . I am sad that I have angered this
octogenarian who I admire so much (it’s not my intention to go around infuriating
old ladies, I promise). But as a biographer and scholar, I found her response
completely predictable. I figured she would lash out, because that’s what she’s
done about anyone who’s written about her life in the past 40 years.”
     Sewell added that she had to chuckle when someone on Twitter accused her of
writing the book as a get-rich-quick scheme. “I can assure you that nothing about
this process was quick, nor will sales of this book make me rich.” And for some
fans of Wendy Carlos, the biography had one positive effect. Several wrote Sewell
to thank her; Carlos updated her website for the first time in 11 years to launch her
attack on the book.  

Book Review
Pride of Family: Four Generations of American Women of Color
by Carole Ione
Summit Books

By Kitty Kelley

Editor’s note: While TBC does not usually review books, we make exceptions for
books about the biographer’s craft. This month, we’re featuring a slightly different
review, one with relevance for BIO. As we wrote in our October issue, Carole Ione
(known professionally as IONE) is a relative of Frances Anne Rollin Whipper, the
namesake of BIO’s new Frances “Frank” Rollin Fellowship for a biography-in-
progress of an African American figure. Ione had traced her family history and her
ties to Rollin in Pride of Family: Four Generations of American Women of Color.
BIO Board member Kitty Kelley recently reviewed the book, and we’re reprinting
the review here.

Carole Ione grew up in a world of beautiful Black
women of various shades, where marriages
crumbled, fathers fell by the wayside, and mothers
forged ahead with careers and the “occasional” man.
As a 10-year-old sitting at the piano listening to her
mother sing Calypso songs, Ione, as she now calls
herself, “learned early on from those lyrics that
soldiers and sailors could be trouble—you might
never see them again.”
     Ione’s only paladins were women: her great-aunt,
Sistonie, a physician and member of Washington’s
Black aristocracy; her grandmother, Be-Be, a former

Broadway chorus dancer who ran the best restaurant in Saratoga Springs, drawing
celebrities like Cab Calloway, Paul Robeson, Josephine Baker, and Ethel Waters;
and her mother, Leighla, who carved a career writing mysteries. Ironically, the
biggest mystery hid behind the stone wall of secrets that kept the women estranged
and incapable of bonding as a family.
     At the age of 19, against fierce objections, Ione married a white Frenchman. In
1956, they moved to his home in Alsace, where everyone in the textile-
manufacturing town was white and spoke a German dialect called Elsässerditsch.
That part of France, the Haut-Rhin, was scorned by Parisians as the exterieur, so its
denizens tried to be “more French than the French,” Ione writes. As a Black
American woman, she became a freakish curiosity, stared at in the streets:

“I realize now that it was exactly that depressing feeling of being thought
inferior to the society I lived in that I had hoped to escape by marrying . .
. [I longed] to assuage the painful and confusing aspects of blackness.”

     Soon, she and her husband moved back to New York, where they occupied
separate bedrooms and led separate lives as he encouraged a philosophy of free
love. Ione began an affair with a married alcoholic man many years her junior,
followed by an even more unconventional relationship with a woman painter who
lived in a loft on Canal Street:

“I had begun to understand that I was—like most people, I thought—not
simply heterosexual but sexual, and from then on I would resist any labels
on my sexuality.”

     After her divorce, she married “a gay man living as a heterosexual” with whom
she had three children. But after 13 years “of no love for me,” she again divorced.
Ione received no succor from her mother or grandmother, only a “frosty
politeness.” Both blamed her for leaving her husband and becoming like them: a
single mother.
     Feeling betrayed and desperate for a sense of belonging, Ione sought to explore
the lives of her family, a word she italicizes as if it’s exotic and foreign. The result,
published in 1991 when she was 54, was Pride of Family: Four Generations of
American Women of Color, a rich reverie of superb writing—half memoir, half
biography—nine years in the making that probes the tortured bonds of mothers and
daughters and the journey of one girl through a gnarled thicket of secrets.
     With bracing honesty and eloquence, Ione documents in Pride of Family the
alienation she felt within her own community, where a pernicious line of color had
segregated her since childhood:

If you’re white, you’re all right.
If you’re brown, stick around.
If you’re black, get back.

     When she found her maternal grandfather late in life, she asked him about his
mother, and he said that she, Ione’s great-grandmother, was good-looking. “She
was fair. Very light skin—and she had good hair.” That one word—hair—is
freighted for Black women, and Ione was particularly sensitive about it as her
mother and grandmother were light-skinned beauties with straight, silky hair:

“Mine was fuzzy, woolly, nappy . . . everything I didn’t want it to be . . .
my hair was bad . . . not in the worst degrees of ‘bad’—for there are
degrees—but ‘bad’ nonetheless. Did this make my mother and
grandmother love me less, did it create a subtle distance between us?”

     That distance narrowed when Ione discovered the diary of her great-
grandmother, Frances “Frank” Anne Rollin (1845–1902), and unearthed many
family secrets. Rollin also gave Ione, a writer, a feeling of pride for her
foremother, a 19th-century activist who was the first known African American
biographer. In 1868, Rollin wrote The Life and Public Services of Martin R.
Delany under the name Frank A. Rollin.
     That biography is little known today, but the biographer lives on, having been
recently embraced by Biographers International Organization (BIO), which
established the Frances “Frank” Rollin Fellowship for African American
Biography, providing a $2,000 fellowship for a writer working on a life story of
an African American figure or someone whose story provides a significant
contribution to the Black experience.
     Ione, now 83 and living in Kingston, New York, is thrilled by the fellowship.
“It’s a dream coming true through the centuries,” she told BIO. “There was a line
in [Frank’s] diary in which she said she wanted to ‘make her mark in literature,’
and now [I feel] it’s finally happened.”

Shorts
Yale Introduces New Series on Black Lives
As reported by Publishers Weekly and Publishers Marketplace, Yale University
Press will publish a Black Lives series starting in early 2022. The series will
feature brief biographies of individuals of African descent who profoundly shaped
history. The editorial board for the series includes Jacqueline Goldsby, David
Blight, and Henry Louis Gates Jr.

Did AI Write New Obama Biography?
Writing for Slate, Dan Kois suggested that a new, brief biography of Barack
Obama was created using artificial intelligence (AI). Barack Obama Book
appeared for sale on Amazon just as the former president’s memoir was hitting the
market. The biography was credited to “University Press,” with no author listed.
Kois’s reporting followed up on a tweet from HarperCollins editor Eric Nelson,
who first suggested the book was the product of AI. By the time Kois picked up
the story, Barack Obama Book was ranked at number 114 on Amazon’s bestseller
list, and it was in the top spot in the retailer’s Political Leadership category. Kois
said the 61-page book, which took him about 20 minutes to read, was part of its
publisher’s goal to capitalize on people doing searches for the Obama memoir. He
called it “an SEO ploy by a shadowy company that has scores of $2.99 knockoffs
ready to be downloaded . . . [including] quickie biographies of au courant figures
like Obama, [Kamala] Harris, and Dolly Parton.” Using software created at
Harvard University and MIT to help detect AI-generated writing, Kois said a
sample paragraph from the Obama biography suggested it was the product of AI.
No one at University Press replied to his request for a comment, and as of
November 20, the book was no longer for sale at Amazon.

Member Interview

Six Questions with
Katherine
Manthorne
What is your current project and at what stage is
it?
Only last week I received advance copies of my book
Restless Enterprise: The Art and Life of Eliza Pratt
Greatorex. But long before that gratifying moment, I
had begun to consider the inevitable question: what
next? Several projects had been swirling around in my brain and the prospects
were intriguing, but then fate intervened. I was approached by an acquisitions
editor with the question: we were thinking about the need for a biography about
the 19th-century female painter Fidelia Bridges. Would you be interested? As the
bestselling female artist and illustrator in post-Civil War America, Bridges made
her audiences pause and reflect upon intimate corners of nature. During the current
pandemic when so many of us are finding rare solace being outdoors in the
landscape, her art speaks to us more eloquently than ever. And so I commenced a
draft of my book proposal on Bridges.

Who is your favorite biographer or what is your favorite biography?
Confronted with the task of selecting a single artwork by J. A. M. Whistler, art
collector Charles Lang Freer protested that it was impossible to chose among
pearls. This question poses a similar dilemma for a biographer. In my interior life
I inhabit the nineteenth century and seek out books that narrate that epoch in a
prismatic way. Taking Kit Carson as its focus, Hampton Sides’s Blood and
Thunder: An Epic History of the American West distinguishes itself for its
meticulous research, near-cinematic storytelling, and singular insights into the
transformative forces at work in the American Southwest. It represents the best of
historical biography.

What have been your most satisfying moments as a biographer?
Tracking Greatorex’s career, I unraveled her relationships with many accomplished
women of whom I had been previously unaware: Elizabeth Ellet, author of the
pioneering compendium Women Artists: In All Ages and Countries (1859); Sallie
Gibbons, who in 1870s New York owned and operated an art gallery on Madison
Avenue where she mounted early benefit exhibits including some for women; and
most endearing of all, Mary Louise Booth, historian of old New York, founding
editor of Harper’s Bazaar, and one of the most well-connected women in the city.
Making their acquaintance was one of my great joys.

One research/marketing/attitudinal tip to share?
As writers—biographers or otherwise—we all send our work out into the world in
the form of proposals, sample chapters, or completed manuscripts and wait with
bated breath for the judgment to be handed down. One has to have a large supply
of handkerchiefs or develop a thick skin to weather the process of securing a
literary agent or publisher for the latest labor of love. But one bit of wisdom
shared by a seasoned, successful author keeps me going: if you aren’t receiving at
least one rejection a week, then you aren’t sending out enough submissions.

If you weren’t a biographer, what dream profession would you be in, and
why?
At various phases in my life I have pondered or engaged in diverse professions:
photographic journalism, archaeology, medicine, book store proprietor, and art
history. They all offer their advantages, but one of the attractions of writing the
lives of others is that we can immerse ourselves—at least for a time—into a series
of careers and experiences vastly different from our own. That’s my dream job.

What genre, besides biography, do you read for pleasure and who are some of
your favorite writers?
Reading fiction is not only one of my great pleasures, it also opens my eyes to
alternative verbal imagery, word usage, and narrative techniques that can be
carried over into my own nonfiction writing. For these reasons I return repeatedly
to Herman Melville and especially Moby Dick. In it Melville does for cetaceans
what Richard Powers did for trees in The Overstory: he portrays them as sentient,
communicative, and intertwined with the fate of human animals. Images of the
Pequod’s multicultural crew, Ahab nailing a coin to the mast, or Queequeg
walking the streets of Nantucket with his harpoon imprinted themselves on my
memory. What Melville called a “blasphemous book” rewards multiple re-
readings.

Prizes
National Book Awards
The Dead Are Arising: The Life of Malcolm X by
Les Payne and Tamara Payne won the Nonfiction
category of the National Book Awards. The award
comes with a $10,000 cash prize. You can see the
winners in all five categories here.  

Baillie Gifford Prize 
Craig Brown’s One Two Three Four: The Beatles in
Time won the Baillie Gifford Prize for Non-fiction.
The prize is worth £50,000 ($66,533), making it
the top award for nonfiction in the United
Kingdom. Brown’s book was released as 150
Glimpses of the Beatles in the United States. Martha
Kearney, chair of the judges for the prize, called it
“a profound book about success and failure which

won the unanimous support of our judges. Craig Brown has reinvented the art of
biography. In the deep gloom of 2020, we have discovered a shaft of light.”

Costa Book Awards
The Man in the Red Coat by Julian Barnes was the only biography on the
Biography category shortlist for the Costa Book Awards. The other three
shortlisted books were memoirs. The winner of the Costa Book Awards in each of
five categories will be announced on January 4, 2021, and the overall winner of
the Costa Book of the Year will be announced January 26. You can see the
shortlists for each category here.

Call for Applications
Massachusetts Historical Society
The Massachusetts Historical Society (MHS) will award at least two long-term
fellowships for the 2021–2022 academic year. The stipend, governed by a
National Endowment for the Humanities formula, is $5,000 per month for a
minimum of four months and a maximum of 12 months and also includes a
housing allowance. Applicants must have completed their training for the
terminal degree in their field, usually a Ph.D, before the application deadline of
January 15, 2021. You can find more information about the fellowship program
here. 
     MHS has also put out a call for papers for its 2022 conference
“Underrepresented Voices of the American Revolution.” The deadline for
submitting a proposal is January 4, 2021. Find more information here.

Gotham Center for New York City History Instructor Positions
The Gotham Center for New York City History, at the Graduate Center of
the City University of New York, is seeking instructors for a new program
offering non-credit online seminars and courses for the public on different
facets of New York City history. Courses are presented during evening hours
via Zoom, and instructors will be paid $100 to $118 per hour depending on
their experience. Learn more here.

Research Tips
British Library Offers Thousands of Maps Online
The British Library is digitizing 40,000 maps from its Topographical Collection
of King George III and making them available through Flickr. The maps were
drawn between 1500 and 1824. The royal collection also includes architectural
drawings, cartoons, and watercolors. As reported by Medievalists.net, some of the
collection’s highlights include a hand-drawn map of New York City from 1664,
maps from James Cook’s expedition to St. Pierre and Miquelon in 1763, and the
earliest comprehensive land-use map of London. Some 18,000 images are already
online. 

Find Digitized Newspapers with Elephind.com 
The website Elephind.com is a search engine with just one task: to find articles in
a wide range of digitized newspapers of the past, including some from Australia,
Japan, and New Zealand. Elephind searches across many individual sites at one
time, including the Library of Congress’ Chronicling America collection.
According to Elephind, “many of the smaller newspaper sites are not well known
and may be difficult to find with the usual search engines but are searchable from
Elephind.com.” 

Obituaries
Jan Morris
Jan Morris, a travel writer and historian, died November 20, in Pwllheli, Wales.

She was 94.

     After completing her service in the British military, Morris earned a degree

from Oxford University and began a career in journalism. She won fame for her

reporting on the first ascent of Mount Everest in 1953. At the time, and until she

was 46, Morris was known as James Morris. She chronicled her transition from

male to female in her 1974 memoir Conundrum. By then, Morris was already

known as a skilled travel writer and historian. Her more than four dozen books

included several biographies: Lincoln: A Foreigner’s Quest; Fisher’s Face: Or

Getting to Know the Admiral (about Lord Admiral Jack Arbuthnot Fisher); and

The Hashemite Kings, written when she was James Morris.

Writers Life
Audible Backtracks on Cutting Royalty Payments on
Returned Books
Following an outcry from thousands of individual writers
and several groups that represent authors, including the

Authors Guild and the Society of Authors, Audible has changed its policy on
returned books. The company had been encouraging monthly subscribers to freely
return or exchange books, offering that as a perk of membership. The returns and
exchanges, however, cut into the royalties paid to authors who sell audiobooks
through Audible’s Audiobook Creation Exchange (ACX). As of January 1, 2021,
Audible will pay author royalties on books returned or exchanged within seven
days of purchase; under the current policy, Audible deducts royalties for books
returned or exchanged within one year. Reacting to the change, an Authors Guild
statement said, “While we appreciate that Audible is acknowledging the concerns
raised by authors and has shown a willingness to making changes to its policy of
deducting royalties for returns up to 365 days, we don’t think that the proposal
goes far enough. For high volume audiobook listeners, a 7-day period is more than
enough to listen to a whole audiobook and exchange, and it is not fair to deduct the
author’s royalty for books that have been or could have been listened to. This
practice is unparalleled in digital media retail. We think that royalties should only
be deducted in cases of accidental purchase and within a much shorter period of
time, such as 48 hours, and only if the audiobook hasn’t been listened to
substantially.”

Never worry about the commercial possibilities of a project. That stuff is for agents
and editors to fret over—or not.
—Geoff Dyer

Oxford University Press Announces Words and Phrases of the Year
Breaking with tradition, Oxford Languages, part of Oxford University Press, did
not choose a single “word of the year” for 2020. As stated on its website, “It
quickly became apparent that 2020 is not a year that could neatly be
accommodated in one single ‘word of the year.’” The words and phrases on the
2020 list include: COVID-19, WFH (working from home), lockdown,
superspreader, BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, People of Color), and cancel culture.
Oxford Languages released a report explaining its decision and the words it chose,
which you can download here.

Spend time thinking. Writing’s only about 20 percent of the job. Sometimes less.
—Meg Rosoff

Free Workshop on Getting Access to Public Records
The Poynter Institute offers a free, online workshop called “Open Records Success:
Strategies for Writing Requests and Overcoming Denials.” The course is designed
for journalism students or others who have never navigated the process of
requesting public records. The class can be taken any time and at each student’s
pace. Learn more here. 

When people tell you something’s wrong or doesn’t work for them, they are almost
always right. When they tell you exactly what they think is wrong and how to fix it,
they are almost always wrong.
—Neil Gaiman

Writers at Work
How do biographers do what they do? Or more precisely, how do they organize

the space where they conceive of projects, go through notes, write and rewrite their

books? With Writers at Work, TBC offers glimpses into the working spaces of

fellow biographers, with the writers describing what works for them and perhaps

offering tips on what others should or shouldn’t do.

     This month, Aaron Shulman shows us his office. 

     Please share with us pictures of where you work, so we can include them in

future issues.

Aaron Shulman, author of the The Age of Disenchantments: The
Epic Story of Spain’s Most Notorious Literary Family and the
Long Shadow of the Spanish Civil War, lives with his wife and
their daughter in a small bungalow a few blocks from the beach
in Santa Barbara, California. When he isn’t surfing, he works in
this light-filled nook in their kitchen.

Members' Virtual Events
Given the proliferation of author events that can be easily accessed online, and
which are often archived after the event, TBC is now listing upcoming member
events so other members can take part live and providing links to past events that
have been recorded. Previously, those archived videos would have been featured in
“Member News and Notes.” Look for this special section for as long as the
pandemic disrupts the presentation of in-person author events.

Coming Up

December 8: PEN America’s virtual gala will feature Ron Chernow in discussion
with Barack Obama, who is receiving the organization’s Voice of Influence Award.
Reserve a spot here. 

December 15: Along with Peter Osnos, Kai Bird, executive director of the Leon
Levy Center for Biography, will moderate the center’s next virtual event, a
conversation with Evan Osnos about his new biography, Joe Biden: The Life, the
Run, and What Matters Now. Register here.

Archived Events

Angela V. John delivered the keynote address, “Lady Rhondda Sees It Through:
Time and Tide’s Owner-Editor” for the Festival of Women Writers and Journalists.
Her talk is available here.  

At an event hosted by the Museum of the Southern Jewish Experience, Marlene
Trestman previewed her forthcoming book, Most Fortunate Unfortunates: New
Orleans’ Jewish Orphans’ Home, 1855–1946. 

Completing the fall schedule of events at the Leon Levy Center for Biography,
Peniel E. Joseph discussed his The Sword and the Shield: The Revolutionary Lives
of Malcolm X and Martin Luther King Jr. with David Levering Lewis. Peniel also
took part in a video interview with Access, the magazine of the Division of
Diversity and Community Engagement at the University of Texas at Austin, which
you can see here.    

Heath Lee gave the annual David F. Peters Lecture, hosted by the Westminster
Canterbury Richmond retirement community in Richmond, Virginia, discussing
her The League of Wives: The Untold Story of the Women Who Took On the U.S.
Government to Bring Their Husbands Home from Vietnam.

Bernice Lerner and her mother Ruth, a Holocaust survivor, discussed Bernice’s
All the Horrors of War: A Jewish Girl, a British Doctor, and the Liberation of
Bergen-Belsen at an event hosted by the Holocaust Memorial & Tolerance Center
of Nassau County, New York.    

Carl Rollyson took part in the University of Hertfordshire’s “Creative
Conversation” virtual interview, talking about his career as a biographer and his
recent books about Sylvia Plath and William Faulkner.

Robert Caro and Robert Gottlieb participated in the first “Behind the Book”
event, sponsored by the Library of Congress. 

Tell Us About Your Events!

Member News and Notes
In July, we missed the publication of Patricia Daly-
Lipe’s Miami’s Yester’Years: Its Forgotten Founder
Locke Tiffin Highleyman. New this month are
Restless Enterprise: The Art and Life of Eliza Pratt
Greatorex by Katherine Manthorne; Sometimes You
Have to Lie: The Life and Times of Louise Fitzhugh,
Renegade Author of Harriet the Spy by Leslie
Brody; and Unceasing Militant: The Life of Mary
Church Terrell by Alison M. Parker. Out in
paperback are Carol Sklenicka’s Alice Adams:
Portrait of a Writer and The Bourbon King: The Life
and Crimes of George Remus, Prohibition’s Evil
Genius by Bob Batchelor. Bob took part in the
Buckeye Book Fair, discussing his latest book, Rookwood: The Rediscovery and
Revival of an American Icon. Bob recorded a short video for the fair that describes
the book. Bob also appeared on the Crime Beat Radio podcast, in a look at the life
of one of his previous subjects, Stan Lee. This month’s “Sold to Publishers”
column features two members: Marko Perko, co-author with Stephen M. Stahl of
Tesla: His Tremendous and Troubled Life, and Andrew Morton, whose next book
will be Elizabeth & Margaret: The Intimate World of the Windsor Sisters. Janice
Nimura appeared on PBS News Hour, talking about the value of keeping a journal
during challenging times. James McGrath Morris wrote a commentary called
“New Mexico School for the Arts Will Inspire State’s Future Writers” for the
Santa Fe New Mexican. Marlene Trestman took part in the Florida JCC Book &
Author Series to discuss her Fair Labor Lawyer: The Remarkable Life of New Deal
Attorney and Supreme Court Advocate Bessie Margolin. Kimberly A. Hamlin
wrote “Kamala Harris Shows Women Can Thrive in Politics Doing Things Their
Own Way” for The Washington Post. For Booklist, Steve Paul reviewed Mad at
the World: A Life of John Steinbeck by William Souder; Woody Guthrie: An
Intimate Life by Gustavus Stadler; and, forthcoming, Sybille Bedford: A Life by
Selina Hastings. Joanne Mulcahy wrote “How to Write a Biography” for the
Lazuli Literary Group. Jack El-Hai wrote “The Case of the Autographed Corpse”
for Smithsonian magazine.  Scheduled for production in 2021 is It Never Entered
My Mind, a film about the Abstract Expressionist painter Elaine de Kooning, based
on Cathy Curtis’s A Generous Vision: The Creative Life of Elaine de Kooning.
Julian Zelizer was interviewed on NPR’s Here and Now, about the 2020

presidential election.  

Marc Leepson officially received the Daughters of
the American Revolution History Medal at the Falls
Church, Virginia, DAR Chapter’s 110th
Anniversary Celebration and Community Awards
Ceremony. The DAR National History Medal goes
to those who promote American history on the
national level and have significantly advanced the
understanding of America’s past. Marc reviewed
Chasing the Light: Writing, Directing, and
Surviving Platoon, Midnight Express, Scarface,
Salvador, and the Movie Game by Oliver Stone. Iris
Jamahl Dunkle wrote “Why Was Jack London’s
Wife Written Out of His Legend?” for Electric Lit.
Kitty Kelley wrote a letter to the editor of The New
York Times Book Review on the review of The Man
Who Ran Washington: The Life and Times of James
A. Baker, III by Peter Baker and Susan Glasser.
Kitty was also one of the biographers interviewed
for the new Showtime documentary The Reagans;

her Nancy Reagan: The Unauthorized Biography was published in 1991. Eric K.
Washington gave the opening remarks at the 51st anniversary celebration of Black
Solidarity Day in Harlem’s St. Nicholas Park. During the event, New York City
officials dedicated two newly named park spaces: James Baldwin Lawn and
Langston Hughes Playground. Eric is a nominee for the 2021 GANYC Apple
Awards, given by the Guides Association of New York City to honor individuals
and organizations that encourage and promote New York City tourism, culture, and
preservation while supporting the work and contributions of professional New
York City tour guides. Eric’s Boss of the Grips: The Life of James H. Williams and
the Red Caps of Grand Central Terminal is up for the Outstanding Achievement in
Book Writing (Non-Fiction) award. Laurie Gwen Shapiro is also a nominee, in
the Outstanding Achievement in Essay/Article/Series Writing category, for her
New Yorker article “The Improbable Journey of Dorothy Parker’s Ashes.” Winners
will be announced on February 22. Carl Rollyson reviewed Red Comet: The Short
Life and Blazing Art of Sylvia Plath by Heather Clark for Simply Charly.  On his
podcast A Life in Biography, Carl interviewed Celia Stahr about her Frida in
America: The Creative Awakening of a Great Artist. In The Atlantic, the article
“The Books Briefing: How to Tell the Story of a Family” by Kate Cray led off
with a reference to Linda Leavell’s Holding On Upside Down: The Life and Work
of Marianne Moore. Gretchen H. Gerzina gave a virtual talk for Oxford
University’s Nineteenth Century Research Seminar called “Sarah E. Farro: What a
newly discovered African American writer can tell us about the British Victorian
Novel.” At the Stratford, England, Literary Festival, Hermione Lee discussed her
biography of Tom Stoppard. She wrote a review of The True History of the First
Mrs. Meredith and Other Lesser Lives by Diane Johnson for The New York Review
of Books. Patrick Parr wrote “The Story of Commodore Matthew C. Perry’s Trip
to Shuri Castle in 1853” for Japan Today, which you can read here.
Congratulations to all the BIO members whose biographies made one or more of
the “best book” lists of 2020: Peniel E. Joseph, Hermione Lee, Jon Meacham,
Lisa Napoli, William Souder, and Julian Zelizer.

Send Us Your News!

In Stores

Sometimes You Have to Lie: The Life
and Times of Louise Fitzhugh,
Renegade Author of Harriet the Spy 
by Leslie Brody 
(Seal) 

Restless Enterprise: The Art and Life
of Eliza Pratt Greatorex
by Katherine Manthorne 
(University of California Press)

Mozart: The Reign of Love 
by Jan Swafford 
(Harper)

Sylvia Pankhurst: Natural Born Rebel 
by Rachel Holmes 
(Bloomsbury Publishing)

Inferno: The True Story of a B–17
Gunner’s Heroism and the Bloodiest
Military Campaign in Aviation History
by Joe Pappalardo 
(St. Martin’s Press)

The Last Days of John Lennon 
by James Patterson, with Casey
Sherman and Dave Wedge 
(Little, Brown)

Inventing Elvis: An American Icon in a
Cold War World 
by Mathias Haeussler 
(Bloomsbury Academic)

The Search for John Lennon: The Life,
Loves, and Death of a Rock Star 
by Lesley-Ann Jones 
(Pegasus Books)

Texas Titans: George H. W. Bush and
James A. Baker, III: A Friendship
Forged in Power
by Charles Denyer  
(Cambridge Klein Publishers)

The Big Three: Paul Pierce, Kevin
Garnett, Ray Allen, and the Rebirth of
the Boston Celtics
by Michael Holley  
(Hachette Books)

Benedict XVI: A Life: Volume One:
Youth in Nazi Germany to the Second
Vatican Council 1927–1965
by Peter Seewald  
(Bloomsbury Continuum)

Invisible Men: The Trailblazing Black
Artists of Comic Books
by Ken Quattro 
(Yoe Books)

His Holiness the Fourteenth Dalai
Lama: An Illustrated Biography and
Tibetan Chronicle
by Tenzin Geyche Tethong 
(Interlink Publishing Group)

Chips Moman: The Record Producer
Whose Genius Changed American
Music
by James L Dickerson  
(Sartoris Literary Group)

Sam Nunn: Statesman of the Nuclear
Age 
by Frank Leith Jones 
(University Press of Kansas)

War at Saber Point: Banastre Tarleton
and the British Legion
by John Knight  
(Westholme Publishing)

The World of Doc Holliday: History
and Historic Images
by Victoria Wilcox 
(TwoDot)

I Can Only Paint: The Story of
Battlefield Artist Mary Riter Hamilton 
by Irene Gammel  
(McGill-Queen’s University Press)

Robin Williams, American Master:
The Movies and Art of a Lost Genius
by Stephen Spignesi  
(Post Hill Press)

Stanley Kubrick Produces
by James Fenwick  
(Rutgers University Press)

Cesare and Lucrezia Borgia: Brother
and Sister of History’s Most Vilified
Family
by Samantha Morris 
(Pen and Sword History)

Wollstonecraft: Philosophy, Passion,
and Politics
by Sylvana Tomaselli 
(Princeton University Press)

The Kingdom Began in Puerto Rico:
Neil Connolly’s Priesthood in the South
Bronx
by Angel Garcia  
(Empire State Editions)

Michael Gold: The People’s Writer
by Patrick Chura 
(SUNY Press)

Blackfeet John L. Cutapuis Clarke and
the Silent Call of Glacier National
Park: America’s Wood Sculptor
by Larry Len Peterson  
(Sweetgrass Books)

Legends of the Wild West: True Tales
of Rebels and Heroes
by Robert Edelstein  
(Centennial Books)

Comrade Kerensky 
by Boris Kolonitskii, translated by
Arch Tait 
(Polity)

The Adventures of a Victorian Con
Woman: The Life and Crimes of Mrs
Gordon Baillie
by Mick Davis and David Lassman  
(Pen and Sword History)

Writing Kit Carson: Fallen Heroes in
a Changing West
by Susan Lee Johnson  
(University of North Carolina Press)

Charles de Gaulle: A Thorn in the Side
of Six American Presidents
by William R. Keylor  
(Rowman & Littlefield)

Josephine Butler: A Very Brief History
by Jane Robinson  
(SPCK)

Forgotten Legacy: William McKinley,
George Henry White, and the Struggle
for Black Equality
by Benjamin R. Justesen  
(LSU Press)

Frida Kahlo & Diego Rivera
by Gerry Souter  
(Parkstone Press)

The Sea View Has Me Again: Uwe
Johnson in Sheerness
by Patrick Wright  
(Repeater)

One in a Billion: One Man’s
Remarkable Odyssey through Modern-
Day China
by Nancy Pine 
(Rowman & Littlefield)

Brabham: The Untold Story of
Formula One and Australia’s Greatest
Ever Racing Driver
by Tony Davis and Akos Armont 
(HarperCollins)

Beckham: The Making of a Megastar
by Wayne Barton  
(Pitch Publishing)

The South’s Forgotten Fire-Eater:
David Hubbard and North Alabama’s
Long Road to Disunion 
by Chris McIlwain 
(NewSouth Books)

The Making of a Terrorist: Alexandre
Rousselin and the French Revolution
by Jeff Horn  
(Oxford University Press)

Unceasing Militant: The Life of Mary
Church Terrell 
by Alison M. Parker 
(University of North Carolina Press)

The Governor and the Colonel: A Dual
Biography of William P. Hobby and
Oveta Culp Hobby
by Don Carleton  
(University of Texas Press)

MacDonald Gill: Charting a Life
by Caroline Walker  
(Unicorn Publishing Group)

Frank Pantridge: Japanese Prisoner of
War and Inventor of the Portable
Defibrillator
by Cecil Lowry  
(Pen and Sword Military)

A Military Life of Constantine the Great
by Ian Hughes  
(Pen and Sword Military)

Anna Pavlova in Art & Life
by Victor Dandré 
(Noverre Press)

Air Marshal Sir Keith Park: Victor of
the Battle of Britain, Defender of Malta
by Murray Rowlands  
(Pen and Sword)

Richard III in the North
by M. J. Trow  
(Pen and Sword)

Dambuster-in-Chief: The Life of Air
Chief Marshal Sir Ralph Cochrane
by Richard Mead  
(Pen and Sword)

Unspeakable: A Life beyond Sexual
Morality
by Rachel Hope Cleves  
(University of Chicago Press)

First Map: How James Cook Charted
Aotearoa New Zealand
by Tessa Duder 
(Harper Collins)

The Pleasures of Death: Kurt Cobain’s
Masochistic and Melancholic Persona
by Arthur Flannigan Saint-Aubin 
(LSU Press)

Nisei Radicals: The Feminist Poetics
and Transformative Ministry of Mitsuye
Yamada and Michael Yasutake
by Diane C. Fujino 
(University of Washington Press)

Prairie Bachelor: The Story of a
Kansas Homesteader and the Populist
Movement
by Lynda Beck Fenwick 
(University Press of Kansas)

The Fierce Life of Grace Holmes
Carlson: Catholic, Socialist, Feminist
by Donna T. Haverty-Stacke 
(NYU Press)

Wild Visionary: Maurice Sendak in
Queer Jewish Context
by Golan Y. Moskowitz 
(Stanford University Press)

Herman Melville: A Half Known Life 
by John Bryant 
(Wiley-Blackwell)

Todd Howard: Worldbuilding in Tamriel
and Beyond 
by Wendi Sierra 
(Bloomsbury Academic)

Trapped by Evil and Deceit: The Story
of Hansi and Joel Brand
by Daniel Brand 
(Cherry Orchard Books)

W.E.B. Du Bois: The Lost and the
Found
by Elvira Basevich 
(Polity)

The Scholar and the Struggle:
Lawrence Reddick’s Crusade for Black
History and Black Power
by David A. Varel 
(University of North Carolina Press)

Chen Yi 
by Leta E. Miller and J. Michele
Edwards 
(University of Illinois Press)

Hubert Harrison: The Struggle for
Equality, 1918–1927
by Jeffrey B. Perry  
(Columbia University Press)

The Classical Legacy of Gilbert Highet:
An In-Depth Retrospect with Updated
Bibliographies
by Robert J. Ball  
(Lockwood Press)

Kokoschka: A Life in Art 
by Rüdiger Görner, translated by Debra
Marmor and Herbert Danner
(Haus Publishing)

Climbing the Chelsea Hill: Biography of
Ken Shellito
by Nick Atkinson 
(Pitch Publishing)

A Kabbalist in Montreal: The Life and
Times of Rabbi Yudel Rosenberg
by Ira Robinson  
(Touro University Press)

From the Texas Cotton Fields to the
United States Tax Court: The Life
Journey of Juan F. Vasquez
by Mary Theresa Vasquez and Anthony
Head 
(American Bar Association)

Johnnie Johnson’s Great Adventure:
The Spitfire Ace of Ace’s Last Look Back
by Dilip Sarkar 
(Pen and Sword Aviation)

Murder During the Hundred Year War:
The Curious Case of Sir William
Cantilupe
by Melissa Julian-Jones 
(Pen and Sword History)

Iliazd: A Meta-Biography of a
Modernist 
by Johanna Drucker  
(Johns Hopkins University Press)

Johann Bernhard Basedow and the
Transformation of Modern Education:
Educational Reform in the German
Enlightenment
by Robert B. Louden  
(Bloomsbury Academic)

Francisco de Paula Brito: A Black
Publisher in Imperial Brazil 
by Rodrigo Camargo de Godoi 
(Vanderbilt University Press)

Joaquín Ortega: Forging Pan-
Americanism at the University of New
Mexico 
by Russ Davidson 
(University of New Mexico Press)

American Freethinker: Elihu Palmer
and the Struggle for Religious Freedom
in the New Nation
by Kirsten Fischer  
(University of Pennsylvania Press)

“A Model for All Christian Women”:
Candida Xu, a Chinese Christian
Woman of the Seventeenth Century 
by Gail King 
(Routledge)

Beyond Reasoning: The Life, Times and
Work of Peter Wason, Pioneering
Psychologist
by Ken Manktelow 
(Routledge)

Sir Syed Ahmad Khan: Reason, Religion
and Nation 
by Shafey Kidwai 
(Routledge)

The Unsung Great: Stories of
Extraordinary Japanese Americans
by Greg Robinson  
(University of Washington Press)

Paperback

Alice Adams: Portrait of a Writer 
by Carol Sklenicka  
(Scribner)

Deconstructing The Rat Pack: Joey, The
Mob and the Summit 
by Richard A. Lertzman and Lon Davis 
(BookBaby)

Sam Houston and the Alamo Avengers:
The Texas Victory That Changed
American History
by Brian Kilmeade  
(Sentinel)

Nicholas Black Elk: Medicine Man,
Catechist, Saint 
by Jon M. Sweeney  
(Liturgical Press)

Cheer Up! The Life and Ministry of Jack
Miller
by Michael A. Graham  
(P & R Publishing)

The Suspect: An Olympic Bombing, the
FBI, the Media, and Richard Jewell, the
Man Caught in the Middle 
by Kent Alexander and Kevin Salwen  
(Abrams Press)

My Chemical Romance: This Band Will
Save Your Life
by Reinhardt Haydn 
(Plexus Publishing)

Lincoln on the Verge: Thirteen Days to
Washington
by Ted Widmer  
(Simon & Schuster)

Before I Get Old: The Story of The Who
by Dave Marsh  
(Plexus Publishing)

Flight to Bogata: England’s Football
Rebel, Neil Franklin
by John Harding 
(Pitch Publishing)

Wittgenstein’s Son and U. G.
Krishnamurti: Ducks or Rabbits
by D. L. Forbes 
(BookBaby)

Kevin Barry: An Irish Rebel in Life and
Death 
by Eunan O’Halpin  
(Merrion Press)

Wounded Shepherd: Pope Francis and
His Struggle to Convert the Catholic
Church
by Austen Ivereigh  
(Picador)

Mary Ball Washington: The Untold Story
of George Washington’s Mother
by Craig Shirley  
(Harper Paperbacks)

Butch Cassidy: The Wyoming Years
by Bill Betenson  
(High Plains Press)

The Borgias: Power and Fortune 
by Paul Strathern  
(Pegasus Books)

Hard Men of Rugby
by Luke Upton  
(Y Lolfa)

King Klopp: Rebuilding the Liverpool
Dynasty
by Lee Scott  
(Pitch Publishing)

Aelred of Rievaulx (1110–1167): An
Existential and Spiritual Biography
by Pierre-André Burton, translated by
Christopher Coski 
(Liturgical Press)

Chalk: The Art and Erasure of Cy
Twombly
by Joshua Rivkin  
(Melville House)

Bowie Odyssey: 70 
by Simon Goddard  
(Omnibus Press)

Mystics in Action: Twelve Saints for
Today
by Bruce G. Epperly 
(Orbis)

Not Afraid: The Evolution of Eminem 
by Anthony Bozza  
(Hachette Books)

The Black Circle: A Life of Alexandre
Kojève 
by Jeff Love  
(Columbia University Press)

Public Enemies: Ray Denning, Russell
‘Mad Dog’ Cox and the Golden Age of
Armed Robbery
by Mark Dapin  
(Allen & Unwin)

The Respectable Career of Fritz K.: The
Making and Remaking of a Provincial
Nazi Leader
by Hartmut Berghoff and Cornelia Rauh 
(Berghahn Books)

Ian Fleming’s Inspiration: The Truth
Behind the Books
by Edward Abel Smith  
(Pen and Sword History)

The Strenuous Life: Theodore Roosevelt
and the Making of the American Athlete
by Ryan Swanson  
(Diversion Books)

Mercury: An Intimate Biography of
Freddie Mercury
by Lesley-Ann Jones  
(Touchstone)

The Bourbon King: The Life and Crimes
of George Remus, Prohibition’s Evil
Genius
by Bob Batchelor  
(Diversion Books)

Wild Bill: The True Story of the American
Frontier’s First Gunfighter
by Tom Clavin  
(St. Martin’s Paperbacks)

A Man of All Talents: The Extraordinary
Life of Douglas ‘Duggy’ Clark
by Steven Bell  
(Pitch Publishing)

The Spy Runner: Ronnie Reed and Agent
Zigzag, Operation Mincemeat and the
Cambridge Spies
by Nicholas Reed  
(The History Press)

The Prophet Muhammad: Islam and the
Divine Message 
by Stephen Burge 
(I.B. Tauris)

U-Boat Ace: The Story of Wolfgang Luth 
by Jordan Vause  
(Greenhill Books/Lionel Leventhal)

Embedded: Two Journalists, a Burlesque
Star, and the Expedition to Oust Louis
Riel
by Ted Glenn  
(Dundurn)

Gunship Ace: The Wars of Neall Ellis,
Helicopter Pilot and Mercenary 
by Al J. Venter  
(Casemate)

James Milton Turner and the Promise of
America: The Public Life of a Post-Civil
War Black Leader
by Gary R. Kremer  
(University of Missouri Press)

Plantagenet Queens & Consorts: Family,
Duty and Power 
by Steven J. Corvi 
(Amberley)

Dickens and Christmas 
by Lucinda Hawksley  
(Pen and Sword History)

Louis XIV: The Power and the Glory 
by Josephine Wilkinson 
(Pegasus Books)

The Clandestine Lives of Colonel David
Smiley: Code Name ‘Grin’ 
by Clive Jones 
(Edinburgh University Press)

Dowding & Churchill: The Dark Side of
the Battle of Britain 
by Jack Dixon 
(Pen and Sword)

Francis Bacon: Anatomy Of An Enigma 
by Michael Peppiatt  
(Routledge)

A Golden Swan in Turbulent Waters: The
Life and Times of the Tenth Karmapa
Choying Dorje 
by Shamar Rinpoche  
(Rabsel Publications)

Belle Moskowitz: Feminine Politics and
the Exercise of Power in the Age of Alfred
E. Smith 
by Elisabeth Israels Perry  
(Routledge)

Juan Domingo Perón: A History 
by Robert J. Alexander  
(Routledge)

The Life of St. Patrick and His Place in
History 
by J. B. Bury  
(e-artnow)

Black Womanism in South Africa:
Princess Emma Sandile
by Janet Hodgson 
(Best Red)

The Man in Black: Peter Moore–Wales’
Worst Serial Killer
by Dylan Rhys Jones  
(Y Lolfa)

The Life of Edwin Dodgson: Brother of
Lewis Carroll and Missionary to the
South Atlantic Islands
by Edward Wakeling and Caroline Luke 
(Choir Press)

Men of Valor: Jim Elliot: Missionary and
Martyr
by Susan Martins Miller  
(Barbour Books)

Women of Courage: Corrie ten Boom:
Extreme Bravery When Faced with Evil
by Sam Wellman  
(Barbour Books)

SOE’s Mastermind: An Authorized
Biography of Major General Sir Colin
Gubbins KCMG, DSO, MC
by Brian Lett 
(Pen and Sword Military)

The 50 Greatest Explorers in History 
by Michelle Rosenberg 
(Pen and Sword History)

Billie Eilish 
by Mick O’Shea 
(Plexus Publishing)

Adolph Rupp and the Rise of Kentucky
Basketball 
by James Duane Bolin  
(University Press of Kentucky)

Victorian Vocalists 
by Kurt Ganzl 
(Routledge)

Baba Padmanji: Vernacular Christianity
in Colonial India 
by Deepra Dandekar 
(Routledge India)

Amanuensis
Amanuensis: A person whose employment is to write what another dictates, or to
copy what another has written. Source: Webster's Revised Unabridged Dictionary 
(1913).

I approached writing the Stephen Miller book with a

completely open mind, thinking well, maybe this guy has

been completely misunderstood. And there was a part of me

that sympathized with the young Stephen Miller, who

internalized all of the racism and white supremacy that he

was exposed to growing up, because I remember growing up in

that environment. I remember there was a sense of shame

associated with being Mexican American because it had so

deeply seeped into the culture. . . . There’s just this

obsession with what it means to be “American.” And so that

was one thing that was really interesting to me to explore

with Stephen Miller—how he internalized that as a Jewish

American boy.

     He has writings where he talks about like, you know,

Jewish people are the minorities, so Jewish holidays are

not as important to him as American holidays. That, to me,

was really interesting to just try to understand why? But

for him, it never changed, because Stephen Miller sounds

the same today as he did when he was 16. If you compare his

writings, if you compare his rhetoric, it’s the same

topics, the same incendiary language, and it just never

went away for him.

     . . . [F]or me growing up in that environment, it gave

me a level of like, OK, I’m not going to approach Stephen

Miller with complete hostility when I started this

reporting project. I understand what it’s like to grow up

in that environment of wanting to be seen as belonging and

sort of internalizing that white supremacy, but then trying

to understand: How did he never come out of that? And

that’s where the radicalization comes in. [more]

“What Happens When a Racist Troll Runs National Policy? A

Chat With Stephen Miller Biographer Jean Guerrero”

Watch the
Virtual Event

Honoring
Gayatri Patnaik

Gayatri Patnaik received BIO’s
2020 Editorial Excellence Award
on Monday, November 9, at an
online event that featured three
of her authors: Imani Perry,
Marcus Rediker, and Jeanne
Theoharis, along with literary
agent Tanya McKinnon. You can
watch a video of the event
at BIO’s video library, and it’s
also available on our YouTube
channel. 

Learn from the
BIO Experts

If you missed the live
presentation of BIO’s latest
Zoom workshop, you can now
watch the video. BIO members
Gretchen Gerzina, Carla Kaplan,
and Anne Boyd Rioux, along
with moderator Marlene
Trestman, answered questions
about proposal writing and
promotion. The event is now
archived in BIO’s video library
and is also available on our
YouTube channel. 

From the Editor
I was gratified to see the

response to the recent letter I

sent to BIO members, seeking

subjects for our “Member

Interview” feature and content

for both TBC and our new

Instagram account. For the

interview column, I quickly filled

in all the slots for 2021 and even

took some for 2022. The response

showed me, again, how passionate

our members are about biography

and how eager they are to share

their knowledge and experience

with other biographers.

     With this last issue of 2020, we

have the first part of our annual

roundup of the year’s best

biographies, as chosen by Amazon

and various media outlets. We

also have an interview with

Amanda Sewell who, with her

first biography, learned some of

the pitfalls of writing an

unauthorized account of the life

of a reclusive subject, and a book

review by BIO Board member

Kitty Kelley.

     On a more somber note, this

tumultuous year is drawing to a

close with the pandemic still

raging in the United States and

other parts of the world. I hope

everyone can still find ways to

connect to loved ones and enjoy

the holiday season, with hope for

a much better New Year.

Stay well, 

Michael Burgan

Follow BIO on
Social Media!

Get the latest BIO news and
share questions and ideas with
other biographers by following 
BIO on social media. We have
new Twitter and Instagram
accounts, both can be found at
@biographersintl, and two
Facebook sites: a page, which is
visible to everyone, and a group,
which has content visible only to
BIO members who join it.

Feeling Stuck?
Whatever state your biography’s
in—vague idea, proposal, well
underway—BIO’s experienced
biographers can help. BIO offers
a one-hour coaching session via
phone or email for the member
discounted rate of $60. (Coaches
may charge more for subsequent
hours.) Learn more about the
program here.

Sign Up for the
BIO Quarterly

Newsletter
Have you signed up to receive
The Latest News In Biography
quarterly newsletter? You can
read the October 2020 issue,
pictured above, here. We hope
you will share the newsletter
with your colleagues and readers.
Please subscribe here. 
    Do you have biography news
you would like to share for
future newsletters? Let us know! 

Sold to Publishers

Marko Perko and Stephen M. Stahl
Tesla: His Tremendous 

and Troubled Life
sold to Prometheus Books

by Mark Gottlieb at 
Trident Media Group

Andrew Morton
Elizabeth & Margaret: The Intimate

World of the Windsor Sisters
sold to Michael O’Mara Books

Cristina de Stefano
The Child Is the Master: 

A Life of Maria Montessori
sold to Other Press

by Marleen Seegers at 2 Seas Agency,
on behalf of Carmen Prestia 
at Alferj e Prestia Agenzia 

Ben Bradlee Jr.
The Whistleblower: The Life and Times

of Daniel Ellsberg
sold to Columbia University Press
by Joseph Veltre at Gersh Agency

Ben Schreckinger
The Bidens: Inside The First Family’s

Fifty Years of Tragedy, 
Scandal, and Triumph

sold to Twelve
by Matthew Carlini at Javelin

Maggie Haberman
Untitled biography of Donald Trump

sold to Penguin Press
by Matt Latimer and 

Keith Urbahn at Javelin

Robert D. Richardson
Three Roads Back: How Emerson,

Thoreau, and William James Responded
to the Greatest Losses of Their Lives

sold to Princeton University Press
by Andrew Blauner at 

Blauner Books Literary Agency

Philip Freeman
Julian: 

The Last Pagan Emperor Of Rome
sold to Yale University Press

by Joelle Delbourgo at 
Joelle Delbourgo Associates

Julia Fox and John Guy
Hunting the Falcon

(Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn)
sold to Harper

by Grainne Fox at Fletcher & Company,
on behalf of 

Natasha Fairweather at RCW 

Peter Thompson
The Republican Father and the Adoptive

Son: Thomas Jefferson 
and William Short

sold to Oxford University Press
by Christopher Rogers at 
Dunow, Carlson & Lerner

Bruce Gilley
The Last Imperialist

(Sir Alan Burns)
sold to Regnery Gateway

John Eisenberg
Rocket Men

(Black quarterbacks in the NFL)
sold to Basic Books

by Susan Canavan at 
Waxman Literary Agency 

Maureen Callahan
Collateral Damage: Reckoning With the
Kennedy Legacy of Misogyny, Mayhem,

and Murder
sold to Little, Brown

by Nicole Tourtelot at 
The Gernert Company 

Please Keep
Your Info
Current

Making a move or just
changed your email? We ask
BIO members to keep their
contact information up to
date, so we and other
members know where to find
you. Update your information
in the Member Area of the
BIO website.

Membership Up
for Renewal?

Please respond promptly to
your membership renewal
notice. As a nonprofit
organization, BIO depends on
members’ dues to fund our
annual conference, the
publication of this newsletter,
and the other work we do to
support biographers around
the world. When renewing,
please make sure the contact
information we have for you is
up to date.

Are You a
Student?

Or do you know one who is
interested in biography? BIO
now has a special student
membership rate. Visit the
BIO website to find out more.

Biographer's Diary

By Cathy Curtis

Working with a Researcher

Before the pandemic, I had never
hired a researcher. How could
anyone else fathom the
biographical treasure I might find
in a shopping list or my lack of
interest in a Christmas card sent
by a famous person? And surely
no hired person would be willing
to adopt my routine of long,
nonstop days, taking hundreds of
phone photos of material I barely
have time to glance at until I
return home.
     This year, however, the
university library housing my new
subject’s primary archive was
open only to students and faculty.
After reaching the library’s annual
limit of electronic copy requests,
the only alternative was to hire a
graduate student recommended by
the librarian to take photos for
me.
     Long ago, as a graduate
student in art history, I
volunteered for a supposed
research project at a museum.
When I showed up, in my
houndstooth-check wool suit, I
discovered that my task was to
remove clouds of dust from stacks
of nineteenth-century glass plate
photographs. Left on my own,
with no explanation of the
ultimate purpose of this exercise, I
lasted just one day.
     That’s why, aware that
research is normally a skilled task
involving personal initiative, I
warned the grad student that this
job would be almost entirely
mechanical—turning pages and
snapping photos, based on the box
and file lists I would provide. I
also briefly explained my project
and why I was cherry-picking
certain portions of the archive.
     I knew I’d miss being able to
apply my own “radar” to a file—
zipping past pages that a quick
glance told me were sure to be
unhelpful. Sure enough, since I
have no idea about the precise
nature or page count of each file,
and my researcher can’t read my
mind, there have been problems.
I’ve wound up with pages that
duplicated material in other files,
double sets of photocopies, and
material I would have passed over
as marginal or useless.
     While I could have asked the
researcher to email me
information about the contents of
each file before photographing it,
that would have wasted a lot of
time and probably run up my bill.
(I pay her $25 per hour, a
reasonable fee set by the library.
As the total mounts, I try to
rationalize how it compares with
the cost of hotel charges and
meals, had I been on-site.) On the
positive side, my researcher is the
most hardworking, pleasant, and
scrupulously honest person I’d
ever hope to meet.
     But what drives me crazy is
that the online “workspaces” (e.g.,
Google Docs, Dropbox), enabling
bulk delivery and sorting of
photos, assume that I am
collaborating with my researcher.
Constantly batting away the bells
and whistles intended to help us
work together, I want to shout,
“No, I am working by myself!”
What I want is a simple device
that allows the researcher to
upload files she will never see
again, so that the biographer can
make use of them in whatever
way she sees fit. 

©Cathy Curtis 2020

BIO's Board of
Directors

Linda Leavell, President
Sarah S. Kilborne, Vice

President
Marc Leepson, Treasurer
Billy Tooma, Secretary

Kai Bird
Deirdre David
Natalie Dykstra
Carla Kaplan
Kitty Kelley
Heath Lee
Steve Paul

Anne Boyd Rioux
Marlene Trestman

Eric K. Washington
Sonja Williams

Advisory
Council

Debby Applegate, Chair
Taylor Branch
Robert Caro

Ron Chernow
Tim Duggan

John A. Farrell 
Irwin Gellman

Michael Holroyd
Peniel Joseph
Hermione Lee

David Levering Lewis
Andrew Lownie
Megan Marshall
John Matteson
Jon Meacham
Marion Meade

Candice Millard
James McGrath Morris

Andrew Morton
Arnold Rampersad

Hans Renders
Stacy Schiff

Martin J. Sherwin
Gayfryd Steinberg

Will Swift
William Taubman

Terry Teachout
Claire Tomalin

The Biographer's Craft

Editor
Michael Burgan 

Consulting Editor
James McGrath Morris

  
Copy Editor

Margaret Moore Booker

Correspondents
 United Kingdom
Andrew Lownie

 
Netherlands

Hans Renders
 

India
Ashok R. Chandran

 
Australasia

Todd Nicholls
 

United States
Pat McNees

(Washington, D.C.)

Dona Munker
Jane Lincoln Taylor

(New York)

Felicity O. Yost
(Hawaii)

 
To contact any of our correspondents,

click here.

 

This email was sent to . To ensure that you continue receiving our emails, 

please add us to your address book or safe list.

manage your preferences | opt out using TrueRemove
®

Subscribe to our email list.

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=December%20Issue%20of%20TBC+https://t.e2ma.net/webview/5jlnbe/b3410ffe63f7743773723ffc6b75f5c3
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=https://t.e2ma.net/webview/5jlnbe/b3410ffe63f7743773723ffc6b75f5c3
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://t.e2ma.net/webview/5jlnbe/b3410ffe63f7743773723ffc6b75f5c3
http://www.biographersinternational.org/
https://biographersinternational.org/news/on-being-frank
http://www.ionedreams.us/literary.html
http://www.ionedreams.us/virginia-eva-wheeler.html
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/leighla-frances-whipper-1913-2008/
https://biographersinternational.org/award/the-frances-frank-rollin-fellowship/
https://slate.com/culture/2020/11/what-is-barack-obama-book-university-press-amazon.html
https://www.nationalbook.org/awards-prizes/national-book-awards-2020/
https://www.costa.co.uk/behind-the-beans/costa-book-awards/book-awards
https://www.masshist.org/2012/research/fellowships/long-term
https://files.constantcontact.com/3ec34227401/db539e8c-bd95-4406-a30b-f2c79772a5d2.pdf
https://d31hzlhk6di2h5.cloudfront.net/20201203/79/f1/c1/16/43e82e8433fdc4bf7f9fd442/Gotham.pdf
https://www.medievalists.net/2020/11/40000-early-modern-maps/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/tags/georgeiiitopographicalcollection
https://elephind.com/
https://www.authorsguild.org/industry-advocacy/sign-our-letter-and-tell-audible-to-stop-charging-authors-for-returns/
https://languages.oup.com/word-of-the-year/2020/
https://www.poynter.org/shop/self-directed-course/open-records-success-strategies-for-writing-requests-and-overcoming-denials/
mailto:editortbc@biographersinternational.org?subject=Writers%20at%20Work
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pen-america-virtual-gala-tickets-130352705451?aff=odeimcmailchimp&mc_cid=d4fa9dc4b1&mc_eid=a5d05bee50
https://www.crowdcast.io/e/evan-osnos-on-joe-biden
https://www.timeandtidemagazine.org/festival-of-women-writers-and-journalists
https://www.facebook.com/254979645001836/videos/176207834180343
https://www.crowdcast.io/e/peniel-e--joseph-on-mlk/register
https://www.crowdcast.io/e/peniel-e--joseph-on-mlk/register
https://diversity.utexas.edu/2020/11/06/sword-and-the-shield-author-discusses-dual-biography-on-malcolm-x-and-mlk/?fbclid=IwAR0b9nOFLNIht9j4-dNpxbh_JHvysPAOO6aeAyXj5pLHdvF-vP_t_birxgo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=brDiG-vEZ20&t=418s&fbclid=IwAR0zMVikzxOYuyGd6kMQAvqauJnwiKi8P88ERfDsISRGtRkI3RRgszv2-kI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?t=10s&v=yrWsE2qj-T0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?t=10s&v=yrWsE2qj-T0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NILXMhUZDqk&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR1aCFw5H5qcJrUopVjAyJ42kKdd6vylvBVyPOhmJ_q6qxaMSr_fHPv68Lg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WRsl8TspI-g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WRsl8TspI-g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WRsl8TspI-g
mailto:editortbc@biographersinternational.org?subject=Virtual%20Event
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zyEPFxMazOA&feature=share&fbclid=IwAR1rj1u-e_f4uJ0qdNljj4BeACBpCDIIoU5QhYhBxd5bRoGQx5glmPD6_3E
http://media.artistfirst.com/ArtistFirst_Crime_Beat_2020-11-12_Bob_Batchelor.mp3?fbclid=IwAR2irJzWvY7E9hPhxnM4dxmlWwHrjRasr6IuqqHrMOcM5aShDzqdjsQssI8
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/the-value-of-writing-our-way-through-a-tumultuous-2020
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/the-value-of-writing-our-way-through-a-tumultuous-2020
https://www.santafenewmexican.com/opinion/commentary/new-mexico-school-for-the-arts-will-inspire-states-future-writers/article_b9f5fba4-3411-11eb-bc3a-e7c94bb57085.html?fbclid=IwAR2qg1kipPlry3nhbhCDM0LgStt3VKfrnxz2JeTsu_jFXLC4Kqxd6OSH4hc
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2020/11/10/kamala-harris-shows-women-can-thrive-politics-doing-things-their-own-way/
https://www.lazuliliterarygroup.com/how-to-write-a-biography-by-joanne-b-mulcahy.html
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/case-autographed-corpse-180976229/?fbclid=IwAR3nZdv-9U8HEOEVzqfwBgYDa96zT3dop-qrEuXe1RK6X8YHnTyPF1NcmlE
https://www.wbur.org/hereandnow/2020/11/04/whats-next-2020-election-history
https://www.wbur.org/hereandnow/2020/11/04/whats-next-2020-election-history
http://www.vvaveteran.org/40-6/40-6_books.html?fbclid=IwAR3gDIpFXnA7gwtW7LWje2JsaXm1kL4FCz5VSF1Nml_YntDNUvdHFVwCq4I
https://electricliterature.com/why-was-jack-londons-wife-written-out-of-his-legend/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/09/books/review/the-marshall-plan-netflix-and-other-letters-to-the-editor.html
https://www.simplycharly.com/read/reviews/red-comet-the-short-life-and-blazing-art-of-sylvia-plath?fbclid=IwAR0KVhPYnsrkft7h-_BKKHqEQLX5Qw2ObnzL-lA_dx61ZzXQ9wQrhfbmV-U
https://www.simplycharly.com/read/reviews/red-comet-the-short-life-and-blazing-art-of-sylvia-plath?fbclid=IwAR0KVhPYnsrkft7h-_BKKHqEQLX5Qw2ObnzL-lA_dx61ZzXQ9wQrhfbmV-U
https://anchor.fm/carl-rollyson/episodes/Episode-34-Speaking-with-Celia-Stahr-about-her-splendid-biography-Frida-in-America-en3dth
https://www.theatlantic.com/books/archive/2020/11/chigozie-obioma-marianne-moore-books-briefing/617173/?fbclid=IwAR1_wjrTeOGCx8H7t5hBJQTKf5xcqGQ4Mbd6Y8y9ArKdcOOJ11RbYk6w-LU
https://www.nybooks.com/articles/2020/12/03/mrs-meredith-undisappearing-act/?fbclid=IwAR1Zihs7d4UK4hJ9ELRbg5HAoaVu6iBGjGaE80_wvlGqjWPXlMqfLXf68vg
https://japantoday.com/category/features/lifestyle/the-story-of-commodore-matthew-c.-perrys-trip-to-shuri-castle-in-1853
https://theslot.jezebel.com/what-happens-when-a-racist-troll-runs-national-policy-1844709615
https://biographersinternational.org/resources/video-library/
https://youtu.be/prB33cBzRIA?start=2
https://biographersinternational.org/resources/video-library/
https://youtu.be/eckE3su3cNU
https://www.facebook.com/biographersinternational/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/219570334754793/
https://biographersinternational.org/resources/coaching-program/
https://us3.campaign-archive.com/?u=39b68fdf5889f2ea8df9c0113&id=64ced32b04
https://biographersinternational.us3.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=39b68fdf5889f2ea8df9c0113&id=35b63d36e7
mailto:Biographersnews@gmail.com?subject=Biography%20News
http://biographersinternational.org/member/member
http://biographersinternational.org/join/
mailto:editorTBC@biographersinternational.org?subject=Correspondents
http://www.biographersinternational.org/
mailto:editortbc@biographersinternational.org
http://www.myemma.com/poweredbyemma?utm_source=PoweredBy&utm_medium=Regular
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1352058/1351507/?v=a

